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From Library Journal
Flatow, host of a National Public Radio weekly science talk show and author of Why Rainbows? And Other
Wonders of the Natural World Explained (Morrow, 1988), has put together an entertaining overview of how
some of our more interesting scientific discoveries and inventions have come to be. From teflon to lasers,
from xerography to velcro, he humorously describes the often serendipitous events leading to the particular
breakthrough. The treatment is enthusiastic and lighthearted and not organized in any thematic or
chronological fashion. Quick and informative reading that is recommended for larger collections.
- Hilary D. Burton, Lawrence Livermore National Lab, Livermore, Cal.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Ira Flatow is the host and executive producer of Talk of the Nation: Science Friday®. He is the author of
Rainbows, Curve Balls, and They All Laughed. He lives in Connecticut.
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An enlightening and fun look at scientific discoveries and the often wacky and accidental ways in which they
have led to some of the most important inventions--by award-winning journalist Ira Flatow.
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From Library Journal
Flatow, host of a National Public Radio weekly science talk show and author of Why Rainbows? And Other
Wonders of the Natural World Explained (Morrow, 1988), has put together an entertaining overview of how
some of our more interesting scientific discoveries and inventions have come to be. From teflon to lasers,
from xerography to velcro, he humorously describes the often serendipitous events leading to the particular
breakthrough. The treatment is enthusiastic and lighthearted and not organized in any thematic or
chronological fashion. Quick and informative reading that is recommended for larger collections.
- Hilary D. Burton, Lawrence Livermore National Lab, Livermore, Cal.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Ira Flatow is the host and executive producer of Talk of the Nation: Science Friday®. He is the author of
Rainbows, Curve Balls, and They All Laughed. He lives in Connecticut.

Most helpful customer reviews

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
No women inventors?
By Kazuko
I bought this book because my daughter's fifth grade class was studying inventors. I was quite disappointed
to find that there were no women inventors in this entire volume! There is a chapter on the serendipitous
discovery of Teflon at DuPont (and Goretex), as well of nylon -- but not of Kevlar, developed at DuPont in
1965 by Stephanie Kwolek, nor of Scotchgard, discovered by Patsy Sherman and Samuel Smith at 3M in
1952. There is a long section on computers, but no mention of Rear Admiral Grace Murray Hopper who



developed COBOL and apparently popularized the term "debugging" (even though there are sections titled
"The Entomology of Computer Bugs" and "The First Actual Bug"). I'm afraid I expected more from Ira
Flatow, a respected science reporter for NPR.

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Revenge of the ... well, you know...
By Mitchell Ito
Very good, well written book that I will read a couple more times. Inspirational in that not every world
changing event was welcomed with open arms and truck loads of money being thrown at inventors... All
were good examples of inventions that changed lives and made the world a better place. You don't have to be
a nerd to enjoy this book, but being a person who has lab note books for everything I do, well, makes it
easier to "laugh last"...

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Quick delivery
By Goodie
The book arrived in a very timely manner and I gave it to my mother in law for a gift. She is enjoying it very
much as she likes to learn about different kinds of inventions and discoveries.

See all 22 customer reviews...
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